
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March, 2016 
 
Dear Comunidad Supporter: 
 
Comunidad celebrates our 30th anniversary this year!  We could not have come to this remarkable point without you. 
Please accept our gratitude for your support, your friendship, and your belief in us. 
  
Where were we 30 years ago? How many of us felt, in the early 1980s, as the AIDS crises was beginning to devastate our 
community, that the Church was our spiritual home? For many then, the Church seemed too institutional, distant, 
even divorced from if not hostile to the everyday lives of GLBTQ persons. For some, that feeling still persists. Each 
year, at the different Pride festivals and other events that Comunidad participates in, we hang a banner that says 
“Welcome home, Catholics!” Over those 30 years, in disbelief, thousands have approached us to ask, “Can I really 
belong to the Catholic Church and still affirm my identity as a GLBTQ person?” Our answer has always been a 
resounding “Yes!” 
 
Can you remember when Comunidad began? What a leap of faith it was, in 1986, when Father Jerry Meisel of Saint 
Matthew’s stepped forward to be the first pastor to answer the Archbishop’s call to establish an outreach ministry with 
gays and lesbians. Since then, Comunidad and ministries like it have brought relief and support to those who dared 
come out to parents, family, and friends. Our ministry’s very name was chosen to signify the essence of our work, of our 
being inclusive, and of our belief that we must join together in support of one another, to work collectively in times of 
worry and need. The AIDS crises, as terrible as it has been, helped the Church realize its mission to reach out to 
members whom, for whatever reason, had been misunderstood, ignored, even mistreated. Comunidad is dedicated to 
building bridges, healing hearts, and reminding all who come into contact with us of the dignity inherent each an every 
person. We’re proud of the fruits of our labors and the blessings seen in the lives of individual members and in the 
Church at large—slow going as it sometimes is—including, and especially, in the rekindling of faith and hope to gay 
and lesbian Catholics and their families. But there is, still, so much work still to do.  
 
Why is faith and hope needed still?  Like it has for centuries, the Church is being challenged to rethink old theology in 
the light of modern research about human and social development. The issues are complex, and opinions and responses 
vary widely, some of them, even uncharitable. We know all too well how dispiriting the world can seem. But 
Comunidad is not losing faith. There are signs everywhere that the kind of work we do continues to reap rewards, for 
individual persons and the wider Church. We believe in the promise that came to each of us at baptism, of a shared and 
fruitful life in the Church. We remain ever mindful of the needs of LGBTQ Catholics. We are Church! We are a part 
of this evolving discussion.  
 
Thanks to the help of so many benefactors over these past 30 years Comunidad has been able to continue its mission to 
meet the needs of LGBTQ Catholics. Your financial help keeps us viable. We ask for your contribution and prayers so 
that we can continue in the spirit of Father Jerry, who said, thirty years ago, “All Are Welcome!”  
 
Please consider a gift in honor of our 30 years of service. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marilyn Pires                                    Keith Brittin 
 
Comunidad Co-Chairs, 2015-2016
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Please see the enclosed information 
sheet about the various ways you can 

stay informed 
and help out with Comunidad’s efforts 

this year. 


