Ministry for Lesbian and Gay Catholics

Mark Your Calendar

MONTHLY MEETING
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:00 PM
ST. MATTHEW’S MEISEL HALL
672 TEMPLE AVE.
LONG BEACH, CA 90802

FEBRUARY 2
THE BLACK COMMUNITY AND HOMOSEXUALITY

MARCH 2"
STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR GLBTQs

MARCH 19" - 27"
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONGRESS

APRIL 6™
CREATING A SPACE FOR GOD

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND BLOG AT
WWW .COMUNIDADLB.ORG
CONTACT US AT:
COMUNIDAD @COMUNIDADLB.ORG
CHAIR @COMUNIDADLB.ORG
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Our February Gathering

The Black Experience

On Tuesday February 2" Comunidad will be
fortunate to have Mack Scott discuss the attitude
of the Black community towards homosexuality.
Blacks voted overwhelmingly for Proposition 8.
This came as a surprise to many. Many in the
GLBTQ community feel Blacks should understand
and support our quest for civil rights. Mack will
address this apparent contradiction. Mack is a
career educator who has been recognized for his
outstanding achievements.

Please join us.

Civil Rights

“Southern trees bear a strange fruit,

Blood on the leaves and blood at the root.” So
sang Billie Holiday in 1939. The road from the
Civil War of 1861 to the Civil Rights Act of 1964
was long and bloodstained. But the dream of
racial equality never died.

In front of the Lincoln Monument on August
28, 1963 Martin Luther King, a man of God,
speaking to 250,000 followers outlined his dream
of equality. The final sentence of the speech will
always ring out: "Free at last! free at last! thank
God Almighty, we are free at last!" The newsletter
has included the conclusion of his “| Have a
Dream speech” for all to ponder.

Forty years after his assassination Martin
Luther King continues to inspire seekers of civil
rights. MLK: “An individual has not started living
until he can rise above the narrow confines of his
individualistic concerns to the broader concern of
all humanity.”
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support Lesbian and Gay Catholic and non-
Catholics, to develop and nurture LGBT
spirituality within the Catholic Church, and to
create a welcoming home for all in the Church.

January Meeting

Led by Fr. Will Conner - Comunidad

recommitted actively to reach out, welcome and

OP ED*

I Have a Dream Speech -
August 28, 1963

Martin Luther King

| say to you today, my friends, so even though we
face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, | still have
a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American
dream.

| have a dream that one day this nation will rise up
and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold
these truths to be self-evident: that all men are
created equal."

| have a dream that one day on the red hills of
Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of
former slave owners will be able to sit down together
at the table of brotherhood.

| have a dream that one day even the state of
Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will
be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

| have a dream that my four little children will one day
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the

color of their skin but by the content of their character.

| have a dream today.

| have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with
its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips
dripping with the words of interposition and
nullification; one day right there in Alabama, little
black boys and black girls will be able to join hands
with little white boys and white girls as sisters and
brothers.

| have a dream today.

| have a dream that one day every valley shall be
exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low,
the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked
places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
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This is our hope. This is the faith that | go back to the
South with. With this faith we will be able to hew out of
the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this
faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords
of our nation into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work
together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to
jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that
we will be free one day.

This will be the day when all of God's children will be able
to sing with a new meaning, "My country, 'tis of thee, sweet
land of liberty, of thee | sing. Land where my fathers died,
land of the pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, let
freedom ring."

And if America is to be a great nation this must
become true. So let freedom ring from the prodigious
hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the
mighty mountains of New York. Let freedom ring from
the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvanial

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of
Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of
California!

But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of
Tennessee!

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of
Mississippi. From every mountainside, let freedom
ring.

And when this happens, when we allow freedom to
ring, when we let it ring from every village and every
hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be
able to speed up that day when all of God's children,
black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles,
Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands
and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free
at last! free at last! thank God Almighty, we are
free at last!"




